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This is the year of anniversaries 
300 years since Alexander Mack and 7 
others took the daring action of being 
baptized as adults in the Eder River in 
Schwarzenau, Germany in 1708. 
 
134 years since the District of Michigan 
was formed in 1874. 
Lansing and …,are celebrating 80 years as a 
congregation this year. 
Muskegon is celebrating 70 years. 
BVS is 60 this year. 

It’s 50 years since women could be 
ordained in the Church of the Brethren. 
It’s 50 years since Don Willoughby and 
Marie Hoover were married in Vienna, 
Austria, following his BVS service and 
their leadership of a junior international 
work camp. 
It’s 35 years since Michigan had its first 
woman Moderator, sister Janet Stroup.  
And many more things could be added to 
our list. 
 
Have you seen the new book  “Portrait of a 
People – the Church of the Brethren at 300” 
by Carl D Bowman?   It’s hot off the press 
– Brethren Press, that is. 
At $15.95 a copy or a set of 5 copies for 
$60, this is a book EVERY Brethren should 
read.  
 The book is a result of a scientific survey done of 
Church of the Brethren members in 2006. 1,826 
people from 106 congregations responded.   As 
Donald Kraybill says in the Foreword “There’s 
something for everyone in the results. Depending 
on one’s perspective and personal views there will 
be some things to cheer about and other results to 
weep about…..  One thing is certain: the survey 
numbers will not provide simple answers to our big 
questions.”   “ ….answers will emerge out of 
conversations in congregations and in networks 
across the church as we discern the mind of the 
spirit of Jesus for the future of the church.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Kingdom of God is… 
         Righteousness and peace and joy 
   From The Upper Room, March 2008 
          by Paul Jones Mulenga Kawinbe  (Zambia) 
 
Read Romans 14:13-17 
In his letter to Rome, Paul passionately spoke of 
three characteristics of the kingdom of God. The 
first is righteousness.  For Paul righteousness 
comes not by the right observance of religious 
rituals or by what we do or do not eat or drink but 
rather by faith in Jesus Christ who became our 
righteousness by taking our place on the cross.  It is 
Christ who makes us righteous. Our righteousness 
then leads us to hate what is wrong, to hold tightly 
to what is good, and to delight in honoring God and 
each other. 
    Our right thinking and talking will produce in us 
right walking before God and our sisters and 
brothers. Our righteousness will lead us to know 
Paul’s second characteristic of God’s kingdom – 
peace.  Peace is having calmness and tranquility 
amidst the turbulence of life, when all else seems 
to be falling apart. 
    Having God’s peace will produce in us a 
fountain of joy – Paul’s third characteristic. Joy 
springs from the inside to the outside.  Joy is not 
dependent on any of life’s circumstances. This joy 
of the Holy Spirit springs from the peace we find 
as we live within the righteousness of Christ – 
within the very kingdom of God! 
             Real joy is walking rightly with God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Sell, a member of Woodbury (Pa) CoB who 
now lives in the Detroit area qualified for the 2008 
Summer Olympics in Beijing by finishing third in 
the US Olympic Trials for Men’s Marathon in 
New York on Nov. 3, with a time of 2:11:40. Sell, 
29, won the USATF 25K Championships earlier in 
2007. etc.  He won titles at Northern Bedford 
County HS, Messiah College and St Francis 
University. He was an All-American in 2000 and 
2001. Sell now runs with Hansons-Brooks Distance 
Project.                                                                                                                 
Messenger Jan. 2008.  

Churches pictured on the back of the May-June 2008 “CoB 
Connection” were Lakeview in Brethren, & Muskegon. 
 

 
 
    Which church house is this? 
 

Church of the Brethren Credit Union Offers 
Checking Accounts with Debit Cards 
 
     The CoBCU is excited to announce checking 
accounts with debit cards.  “The introduction of 
debit cards is exciting because, for the first time, 
our Church of the Brethren Credit Union members 
can access their accounts from anywhere,” said 
Cindy Bravos, marketing coordinator of Brethren 
Benefit Trust. 
     No minimum balance is required to open an 
interest-bearing checking account with CoBCU; 
however, a minimum balance of $25 must be 
maintained in a share savings account.  A debit 
card will be issued automatically upon opening a 
checking account and surcharge-free ATMs are 
available to members nationwide.  Choosing the 
signature option when using your new debit card 
will give you 5¢ back on every transaction.  To 
learn more about all the benefits and how to open 
your CoBCU checking account with debit card, 
contact CoBCU at 888-832-1383 or visit 
www.cobcu.org.   
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             Position Openings 
Contact the District Office or the institution 
directly for additional information. 
 
Bethany Theological Seminary  
      Director of Admissions  
 
Director of Programming  
      for the Ministry of Reconciliation  
 
Pacific Southwest District 
 District Executive  
 
Other openings come along often.  
 Check  Newsline  regularly.  
 cobnews@brethren.org  

 
 
 
New Professors, Interim Dean 
 Called at Bethany Theological Seminary 
      Richmond, Indiana 
 
H. Kendall Rogers will become the Professor of 
Historical Studies this fall.  He has been professor 
of Religion and Philosophy at Manchester College 
for thirty years. 
 
Malinda Berry  will be an instructor in Theological 
Studies and Director of the M.A. program at 
Bethany.  She is now a visiting scholar in Religion 
and Women’s Studies at Goshen College, IN.    
She has served the Mennonite community in a 
variety of positions. 
 
Richard B Gardner will be the Interim Academic 
Dean for the 2008-2009 school year.  He served as 
Dean from 1992-2003, and was a professor of New 
Testament Studies at Bethany. 
 
Stephen B Reid, dean since 2003, will be a 
Professor of Hebrew Bible at George W Truett 
Theological Seminary in Waco, TX. 
 
               I have lots more 
              information about 
          these people,  
p. 4         if you want it. 

The Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership has called Julie Hostetter to 
become the Director on July 1, 2008.  See 
Newsline of May 23, 2008 for more information. 
cobnews@brethren.org  

 
Jonathon Shively, current director, is moving to 
Elgin IL where he will be the new Director of 
Congregational Ministries for the Church of the 
Brethren General Board. 
 
 
 

National Junior High 
Conference Dates 

Announced! 
 
 
June 19-21, 2009 has been announced as the date 
for the second National Junior High Conference in 
the Church of the Brethren.  The 2009 Conference 
will be held at James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, VA, just off Interstate 81.  A 
maximum of 1,300 junior high youth and their 
advisors will be able to attend because of limited 
seats in the auditorium, so start making plans now 
for this special event! 
 
Youth in sixth, seventh and eighth grades, along 
with their adult advisors, are invited to register in 
January 2009.  A website with limited information 
has begun at 
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/NatJrHighConf 
More information will be added as the Planning 
Committee makes decisions, so keep checking the 
website for additional details. 
 
The first National Junior High Conference was 
held in June 2007 at Elizabethtown College with 
space for only 800 participants.  Registration for 
that event had to be closed two months before the 
conference because all of the spaces were filled.  
We are looking forward to another terrific event! 
 
Chris Douglas, 
             Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministry 
Bekah Houff, 
     Coordinator of 2009 Junior High Conference 



 
 

          CONTINUING EDUCATION  
                     FOR PASTORS  
��� �
�������� Pre-Conference Continuing education 
Event, July 11-12, 2008,  Richmond, VA 
The Church of the Brethren Minister’s Association 
offers an event that begins with worship at 1:00 
p.m. on Friday, July 11 and closes with worship at 
12 noon on July 12.  Seminary professor Dawn 
Ottoni Wilhelm,  with Russ Matteson, co-pastor 
at Modesto (CA) CoB, and Jonathon Shively, 
director of the Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership will lead a celebration of three 
centuries of Brethren worship, and explore 
traditions, values and practices. Cost is $60 per 
person pre-registered, or $90 at the door.  Get 
registration forms and more information in the 
Annual Conference Packet or at 
www.brethren.org/ac.  
 
 
��� � ��� � BRF’s 35th Annual Brethren Bible 
Insititute is July 21-25, 2008, Elizabethtown 
College, Elizabethtown, PA.  Many courses are 
offered by  Brethren Revival Fellowship leaders 
during the week.     Cost is $200 for dormitory 
students and $70 for commuters.  Register before 
June 25, at Brethren Bible Institute 
                   155 Denver Rd, Denver, PA 17517 
  Get a brochure from the district office or direct. 
 
 
��� �� �� � MINISTERIAL ETHICS – October 2008 
   All ordained and licensed ministers are required 
to take a refresher course in Ministerial  Ethics 
each five years.  The Commission on Ministry has 
scheduled two opportunities in Michigan. Choose 
either Friday, October 10, 1-4 p.m. at Lansing or 
Saturday, October 11, 10-2 (w/ lunch) at Midland. 
   
Everyone else is invited, as this is not limited to 
our credentialed persons.  Registration forms will 
be available at the end of the summer.  But get this 
on your calendars now.  Thanks. 

My wife wanted to go somewhere expensive for our 
anniversary, so I took her down the street to the 
Sunoco station. 
                    Running on Nyquil? 
          From the May 2008 Senior Independence News 
             Midland County, Michigan 
People have been complaining about the rising 
price of gasoline recently, but compared to other 
commercial liquids, gas is good value!   You may 
need a little convincing so consider these prices: 

·  Diet Snapple 16oz @ $1.29 = $10.32  /gal 
·  Lipton Ice Tea 16 oz @$1.19 = $9.52/ gal 
·  Gatorade 20 oz @ $1.59 = $10.17 / gal 
·  Quart of milk 10 oz @ $1.59 = $6.32 / gal 
·  Evian(water) 9 oz@ $1.49 = $21.19 / gal 
·  Brake Fluid 19 oz @ $3.15 = $33.60/ gal 
·  Nyquil  6 oz @ $8.35 = $ 178.13 / gal 
·  Pepto Bismol  4 oz @ $3.85 = $123.20 /gal 
·  Whiteout  7 oz @ $1.39 = $254.17 / gal 
·  Scope 1.5 ox @ $0.99 = $84.48  /gal 
So the next time you’re at the pump, be glad 
your care doesn’t run on Nyquil or Scope or 
Whiteout! 
 

       Same source: 

����������������	
�����
���
When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds. 
When you dream in color, it’s a pigment of your  
 imagination. 
When an actress saw her first strands of gray hair, 
 she thought’s she’d dye. 
Reading whilst sunbathing makes you well-red. 
With her marriage, she got a new name and a 
 dress. 
Without geometry, life is pointless. 
A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 
A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is 
 two-tired. 
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 
I used to work in a blanket factory, but it folded. 
He had a photographic memory that was never 
 developed. 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know 
 basis. 
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is 
 fully recovered. 
Once you’ve seen one shopping center, you’ve 
 seen a mall. 
The poor guy fell into a glass grinding machine and 
 made a spectacle of himself.     p. 5 



National Young Adult Conference  
    Estes Park, Colorado  August 11-15, 2008 
Registration Info! 
 
Registration began on January 7, 2008 and will end 
on June 1, 2008.  Try anyway! 
On Feb. 14 registration increased to $325.    
 
To register go to www.nyac08.org and fill out an online 
registration form.  At least $150 deposit is due to the 
Youth/Young Adult Office upon registering.  Please 
contact Rebekah Houff, NYAC Coordinator with any 
questions (1-800-323-8039 ext. 281, 
rhouff_gb@brethren.org). 
 
Those interested in giving gift certificates to young 
adults may continue to do so.  Gift certificates can be 
purchased in 50% and 100% increments. For more 
information, visit www.nyac08.org.  Please provide 
your mailing address and the name of the recipient of 
the gift certificate along with your payment mailed to: 
 
National Young Adult Conference 
c/o Rebekah Houff 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120 
Please make checks payable to the Church of the 
Brethren General Board. 
 
NYAC is scheduled for August 11-15, 2008 in Estes 
Park, Colorado at the YMCA of the Rockies and is open 
to all young adults ages 18-35. Come to the 
Mountain with us where we will explore God’s call 
in our lives. See new perspectives, reconnect with God, 
and learn what it means to walk in God’s paths. 
 
There is a video about NYAC that you may 
borrow from the District Office.  
 
 

2008 Workcamp Registrations 
   Word has been received that a group from the 
Shalom Community Church will participate in 
the Church of the Brethren Senior High Work 
Camp at Castañer, Puerto Rico June 16-23. The 
group includes: Miriam Weaverdyck, Dylan Polley, 
Leland Ropp, Rebecca Wyse, Caleb Polley, and 
Joseph Gunden. 
  Also, Kristin Chase and Leon Patrick of the 
Woodgrove Brethren Christian Parish will take 
part in the “Appalachian” work camp at Neon, KY, 
from July 6-12. OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH YOU 

      Blessings, Peace, and God's Love.  
We share Joys this Spring of 2008  from the Flint 
Congregation.  Jennie Betts, Zebediah Hammond-

Stone, and Guinevere Hammond-Stone were baptized 

on April 13.  Dorothy Hammond graduated from 

Michigan State.  Julia Hammond graduated from Flint 

Central High and has several scholarships (one from U 

of M).  Ruth Stone and Frederick Pardee were married 

June 14.  Pastor Flint has finished two books that will 

be on sale at the Annual Conference in the Brethren 

Press consignment area. (Asking Jesus and Incarnation 

Meditations).   

 Again, blessings, Peace, God's Love and Joy to all. 

    Pastor Don Flint 
 
 

        Also Hold in Your Prayers 
 
Pastor Bill Naill, Sr, Muskegon, who had shoulder 
surgery in May. 
 
Lester and Joyce Gandy and family on the death 
of Les’s mother, Ida Marie Gandy, on May 27, 
2008,   in Battle Creek. 
 
Our District Youth Cabinet  and our need for 
District Youth Advisors for both Senior High and 
Junior Highs. 
 
Each of our Annual Conference delegates.  
13 of our 19 congregations will have representation 
at our 300th Anniversary gathering in Richmond, 
VA. Prayers for those churches, too,  who do not 
have delegates named. 
 
Camp Brethren Heights, staff and volunteers, 
for a spiritual season of camping under the theme 
“Handle with Care”. 
 
Each of our pastors who minister daily  
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

        p.3 



              More Opportunities: 
 
 �������������������������������������������������������������������� ��� �
  A new biography, Alexander Mack: A Man 
Who Rippled the Waters, written by Myrna 
Grove and illustrated by Mary Jewell, will be 
available from Brethren Press, as well as from the 
author.  Selling for $22 plus $3 each shipping, the 
book includes 50 researched oil paintings that 
portray the time period of Mack’s life. 
  You can find out more about this book at 
www.mgrovebooks.com  or  brethrenpress.com  
 
�������������������������������������������������������������������� ��� �
Treasure in Earth Vessels: A Women’s 
Celebration of Body, Mind, and Spirit 
September 26-28, 2008 
   This retreat at the Leaven Center, Lyons, MI, 
near Lansing is sponsored by the Church of the 
Brethren’s Wellness ministry office of the 
Association of Brethren Caregivers.  Leaders are 
Deanna Brown and Anita Smith-Buckwalter. 
 Cost is $165 and includes lodging, food and 
program.  Space is limited so register early at   
ABC, 1451 Dundee Ave. Elgin, IL 60120 
  847-742-5100 
 
�������������������������������������������������������������������� ��� �
BVS 60th Anniversary Celebration 
Faith in Action: BVS Yesterday, Today, 
Tomorrow      September 26-28, 2008 
    Brethren Service Center 
    New Windsor, Maryland 
On-line registration begins in June. 
More information forthcoming 
 
������������������������������������ �������������������������������� ��� �
N O A C  National Older Adult 
Conference,   Sept. 1-5, 2008 
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 
“Come to the Waters” of our rich heritage and of 
our future world.   
Special celebrations include the 50th anniversary of 
the Ordination of Women in the Church of the Brethren 
60th Anniversary of BVS 
Reunion of 1958 NYC participants. 
 
Register with ABC  at  800-323-8039 or 
www.brethren-caregivers.org  
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********CALLING ALL MUSICIANS,  
                 SINGERS, GROUPS******** 
 
        CAMP BRETHREN HEIGHTS   
                   NEEDS YOU! 
 
CBH Board is planning a CONCERT  FOR    
        CAMP on September 6 at the Camp  
     We are asking for performers to take part   
in a fundraiser for Camp Brethren Heights.  
 
 We are  hoping for a large variety of   
            music/singing styles.  
 For more information and  to sign up, 
 e-mail csward@iserv.net   
 or call 616-874-5427 
 

 
 
                                         p. 6 
 



The Church Growth Training Event  at 
Bethany Seminary, Richmond, IN, on May 15-17, 
’08, was attended by Merritt Bongard, Brian and 
Karen Mackie, Jake Davis, and Nathan Polzin, all 
of the New Life Christian Fellowship.  They report 
a great time and the wish that many more folks 
from Michigan had been there. 
 
   The District Board is seeking nominees for the 
district’s New Church Development Committee 
which will oversee and coach new church starts.  
The committee will not be church planters 
themselves.   Suggest names to District Board 
Chair, Mary Gault   marygault@yahoo.com  or 
269-963-7540. 
 
The Manchester College  
   A Cappella Choir 
presented concerts in Michigan following the 2008 
Commencement held May 18.  These 50+ students, 
under the direction of Debra Lynn, filled churches, 
schools and nursing homes with wonderful music. 
The church schedule included Onekama, Tue. 
May 20, Lansing, Wed. May 21, an overnight  
at Camp Brethren Heights, May 22,  
and  Skyridge, Fri. May 23.    
      Michigan students in the choir, who are also 
section leaders, are Anna Emrick ‘08, Lansing, 
and Katherine Allen ’09, Woodgrove. 
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The Onekama church choir sang for the Love 
INC “Symphony of Voices Benefit Concert” in 
April.  Their second number was printed as “I Want 
Jesus to Waltz with Me”. 
 

�������
���
���
�
��	��''#�
June 22-28   Camp 67 – Becky Phillips, dean 
June 29- July 1  Sampler Camp – 
       Dan and Denise Rossman, deans 
July 18-19  Family Camp – Beth DuBois, dean 
         Everyone is invited to this camp. 
    brethrenheights@gmail.com  231-867-3618 
July 20-26  Camp 100 –Tiffany Herrold, dean 
    Youth will be preparing for district conference, 
    as well, with Moderator Debbie Eisenbise and   
        Speaker, Frank Ramirez . Don’t miss this! 
July 27-Aug 2  Camp 45 – Wendy Russell, dean 

Aug 3-9  Camp 89 – Brian Mackie, dean 
Be sure both camper and parent sign registration forms 
Makes checks payable to Camp Brethren Heights. 
Send a $25 deposit with registration to 
 Camp Brethren Heights 
 9478 Brethren Heights Rd 
 Rodney, MI 49342 
Church of the Brethren youth please turn in 
 your forms to your Camp Board member.    
Does your church help pay the fee? 
 
Weeklong camps are $225   Sampler Camp is $70.         
Family Camp  $30 adult  $15 child under age 7.     
                     Children under 3 are free. 
 
Call Jennifer Crispin Camp Administrator for info: 
                     231-867-3618 

�
�
Young Adult Peace Camp! Aug. 22-26 
This is a brand-new program developed in cooperation 
with On Earth Peace. It's for young adults, which means 
anyone 18 or over who still feels  spry enough to 
consider themselves young! There are two opportunities 
 to participate: Our full program is August 22 - 26, and 
includes both a  personal and spiritual reflection on 
what it is to be a peacemaker as  well as an activism 
component on how to be a peacemaker in the world. 
 For those who can't stay the full five days, we also 
have a weekend-only  option August 22 - 24th.  
For more information you can download our flyer: 
http://www.brethrenheights.org/peacecamp.pdf  � p. 9 



Did your congregation participate in the Pentecost Offering  “New Heart, New Spirit”? 
In thanksgiving for our 300th Anniversary and to extend our ministry and mission within the congregation, 
district and denomination, we were/are invited to receive this special giving in May 2008.  Whatever the 
amount, one third of the offering is to stay with the congregation, one third will be sent to the district and one 
third used for the core ministries of the General Board following expenses.  We have heard from Midland  and 
Muskegon.   All offerings – both the district and denominational shares – are to be sent to the Treasurer at the 
General Offices, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 before June 15.   Notify the  District Office of your 
offering.  Watch for the results! 
 “Just as the wind and fire of Pentecost drew together and strengthened Jesus’ followers, through God’s spirit we can 
speak and work as one voice.”   “I promise new life, a new heart and a new spirit.”  Ezekiel 36:26 
 
The 2008 Youth Peace Travel Team will be in the Michigan District the end of July.  They are Samantha 
Carwile, Gabriel Dodd, Melissa Grandison, and John-Michael Pickens. The Youth Peace Travel Team is an 
annual program sponsored by the Outdoor Ministries Association.  On Earth Peace, and the Church of the 
Brethren General Board.     See www.brethren.org/oepa/program/peace-ed/youthpeacetravelteam2008 
 
 
Add to the Prayer List – Dan McRoberts and Steve Senesi who are recovering 
Congratulations to Julia Hammond who is Valedictorian of her class.  See page 3 
The churches pictures on page 2 are top- Crystal; Bottom – Sugar Ridge and on page 13 Trinity 
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�
Living Peace Church News & Notes 
Focusing on the peace & reconciliation ministries 
of the church. Greetings from On Earth Peace! 
Keep in Touch! 
On Earth Peace: An agency of the Church of the Brethren helping people discern the things that make for peace 
P. O. Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776 • 410-635-8704 • www.brethren.org/oepa • oepa_oepa@brethren.org 6/08 
 

When my children were just learning to talk, it was often difficult to figure out what they were saying. Many of their mistakes were 
cute, but I still didn’t get what they were talking about. Over time, they learned to speak more clearly, and I also learned better how 
to listen to them. As they get older, I am still learning how to listen. Although they now speak clearly, sometimes I miss what they 
are trying to say. I want them to know that they can come to me with their concerns, their worries, and their joys, and to do that I 
need to hear them when they speak. I have found a book by Mazlish and Faber, How to Talk so Kids Will Listen and Listen so Kids 
Will Talk, quite helpful. Here are some of their key points (with two of my own recommendations in italics): 
Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 
Matthew 7:9-10 (NRSV) 
�  Listen attentively; let them know that you are listening, maintain eye contact. 
�  Reflect their feelings back to them: you don't have to agree, but let them know you understand what they are feeling. 
�  Do not deny their feelings. 
�  Use open questions. 
�  Schedule time to connect with your children individually. 
�  Schedule special family times. 
In our family, we have started having regular "Family Nights," when we watch a movie or share some other activity. We 
also have outings with one parent taking one child for a special one-on-one time. Both children seem to enjoy this, and it 
opens up opportunities for some wide-ranging conversations. 

~ Pamela Young-Schultz,  Oakton (VA)Church of the Brethren 
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2008 Calendar 
      See page 9 for the Camp Calendar 
June 
 29   12-6p m   Concert at a park near The Church 
  in Drive, Saginaw   Details coming. 
July 
  6-12   Song and Story Fest, Brethren Woods   
          Camp and Retreat Center, Keezletown, VA 
   Reg. & fees due June 15   www.brethren.org 
 

11-12  Minister’s Pre-Conference Workshop 
      Richmond, VA  “The Sights, Sounds, 
 & Technology of Worship” & more 
       $60 with pre-reg forms & fees in by June 10 
         $90 at the door.      see p. 5 

12-16  Annual Conference, Richmond, VA 
        “Surrendered to God, Transformed in Christ, 
 Empowered by the Spirit” 
           Jim Beckwith, Moderator 
           David Shumate, Moderator-elect 
                   www.brethren.org/ac  
20-26  Michigan Week – Disaster Response 
 Rushford, MN             see p. 6 
21-25  Brethren Bible Institute  by the 
  Brethren Revival Fellowship 
 Elizabethtown College, PA     see p. 5 

August 
  2-  3  300th Anniversary Celebrations in 
 Schwarzenau, and all of our churches 
11-15  National Young Adult Conference 
 Estes Park, CO       see p. 3 

 
5-17  Michigan District Conference/Worship 
              Winding Creek Campground, Hastings 
        See pages 10 and 11. 

August - continued 
17 50th wedding anniversary celebration for Don & 
    Marie Willoughby, 1-3, Hope church near Hastings  
                All the ‘children’ plan to be present. 
23    2-4    “Drop By” at Willoughby’s in Kaleva 
    for those in the Northwest Section who just can’t 
make it to Dist. Conf. or the celebration at Hope church. 
September 
  1 – 5  NOAC  National Older Adult Conference 
                 Lake Junaluska, North Carolina    see p. 6 

  6  Concert for Camp  Camp Brethren Heights p.6 
26-28   BVS 60th Anniversary Celebration 
 New Windsor, MD   see  p. 6 
26-28   Women’s Retreat, Lyons, MI   see p. 6 

 

October 
  4 – 5  RYC Regional Youth Conference – a new 
time of year – at Manchester College for Sr Hi’s 
10-11  Ethics Training (Fri or Sat)    see p. 5 

18-20   General Board meetings,  Elgin  IL 
25 -  Heritage Car Caravan, south central MI 
                Watch for more details 
26-28  Mid-West District Executives meet at the 
 Brethren Heritage Center, Dayton, OH 
November 
   1  Heritage Car Caravan  southwest Michigan 
  7-8  District Board  meeting, Camp Brethren Hts 
 

             Just what we’ve been waiting for: 
13-14 Training for local Moderators, Pastors, all 
Church leaders: at Camp Mack Thur eve-Fri 5 pm 
  “How to Keep a Cool Head in a Hot Meeting” 
Trainer: Celia Cook-Huffman, a former member of the 
Michigan District Youth Cabinet, now professor of 
Peace and Conflict Studies at Juniata College (PA) one 
of our six Church of the Brethren related colleges. 
             .9 CEUs for CoB pastors/ministers 
   Sign up NOW at www.brethren.org/oepa/programs/  
 
 
 
Cartoon 
 
 
 
    p. 13 
p. 14  copied from So. PA Dist. on assimilating 
members 



 

 

As you can see,  this is an unusually large newsletter. 
 
Lots and lots information came to the office with requests  
to share it with you.  You deserve to be informed. 
 
You will want to keep this issue available as a handy reference 
for some time.   You’ll also note that quite often you are referred to a 
website for more information or action.    If possible, please do that. 
 
Take your time, but don’t give up, with all of these invitations and 
possibilities. 
 
Have a session with your District Conference delegates to discuss our 
upcoming business items and worship opportunities when they receive their 
booklets toward the end of June.  Thanks. 
 
Let’s make this a wonderful time to remember our past as The Body of 
Christ and to plan well for the future of our beloved Church of the Brethren. 
 
 
 
 
 
June – July   “CoB Connection”  Kernels of Truth  
Michigan District Church of the Brethren    
 
Volume VII  Number 3 
 
Mailed June 3, 2008 
Kaleva MI 
 
 
Keep going for the District Conference 2008 Schedule and Registration 
form. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
AUGUST 15-17, 2008 

Debbie Eisenbise, Moderator          Beth Allen DuBois, Conference Director 
 

Thursday, August 14, 2008 
All Day  Campground open for first-come, first-served campsite selection 
 
Friday, August 15, 2008 
9:30 am  Registration office opens 
9:30 am - 2:30 pm Set up tables/displays - Conference Center 
10:15 - 11: 30 am District Board Executive Committee – Cheney Hall 
11:45 am- 12:45 pm  Pastor/Spouse Luncheon – Dan West Hall 
Noon - 12:45 pm Lunch served - Dining Hall 
1:00 pm – 2:15 pm District Board – Cheney Hall 
2:15 pm – 4:00 pm       Day Camp Session - infant through 5th grade - Becker Building 
         Junior and Senior High activities as planned 
2:30 – 4:00 pm Love Feast – Dining Hall 
4:15 – 6:00 pm        Pre-school child care – Becker Building 
4:15 pm  Hymn Sing – Conference Center 
4:25 pm  Announcements 
4:30 pm  Worship Service - Conference Center    Preaching - Frank Ramirez 
6:00 - 6:45 pm Dinner served - Dining Hall 
7:00 - 9:30 pm       Day Camp Session – infant through 5th Grade - Becker Building 
         Campfire; Junior and Senior High activities as planned 
7:00 pm  Opening Devotions 
         Seating and Consecration of Delegates - Conference Center 
7:30 - 9:30 pm Business Session - Non-Delegates are urged to attend  

  Inspirational Moments as called for - prayers, hymns, silence, etc. 
9:45 pm  Fellowship and Snack Time – Dining Hall 
10:30 pm  Registration Office closes 
11:00 pm  Campground Quiet 
 
Saturday, August 16, 2008 
TBA   Youth Car Wash     
7:00 - 7:15 am Morning Devotions – Dan West Hall              Led by Duane Grady 
7:15 am  Registration Office opens 
7:30 - 8:15 am Breakfast served - Dining Hall 
8:45 - Noon       Day Camp Session - infant through 5th. grade - Becker Building 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm      Junior/Senior High and Young Adult activities as planned 
9:00 – 10:00 am Workshop Session 1 – Conference Center 
    Barry Barto - History of Camp Brethren Heights 
    Brian Mackie & Bob Gross – Evangelism & Peace 
    Mary Gault & Nate Polzin - The Church in Drive 
10:15 am  Seating of Delegates - Opening Devotions – Conference Center 
 
10:30 am - Noon Business Session - Voting Items - Conference Center 



 

 

            Inspirational Moments as called for - prayers, hymns, silence, etc. 
            Non-delegates are urged to attend 

 Conference is held at the Winding Creek Wesleyan Campground, Hastings, MI 
 
12:15 -1:00 pm Lunch Served - Dining Hall 
1:15 - 4:45 pm      Day Camp Session - infant through 5th. grade - Becker Building 
1:15 pm  Seating of Delegates - Opening Devotions – Conference Center  
1:30 - 3:30 pm Business Session - Conference Center  
          Inspirational Moments as called for - prayers, hymns, silence, etc.  
         Non-delegates are urged to attend 
3:45 - 4:45 pm Workshop Session 2 – Conference Center 
    Andrew Schnepp - Future of Camp Brethren Heights 
    Brian Mackie & Bob Gross – Evangelism & Peace 
    Mary Gault & Nate Polzin - The Church in Drive 
5:00 pm  Choir rehearsal for Sunday worship – Dan West Hall 
5:00 pm  Auction for Camp – Conference Center 
6:00 - 6:45 pm Dinner served - Dining Hall 
7:00 - 9:00 pm        Pre-school child care - Becker Building 
7:00 pm  Hymn Sing - Conference Center 
7:25 pm  Announcements 
7:30 - 9:00 pm Worship Service - Conference Center – led by Youth   
             Preaching – Frank Ramirez 
9:00 pm  Fellowship and Snack Time - Dining Hall 
9:15 - 10:45 pm All Conference Activity – Hysterically Historical Talent Show 
             Lori Waas, MC 
11:30 pm  Campground Quiet 
 
Sunday, August 17, 2008 
 
8:45 - 9:45 am Day Camp Session - infant through 5th. grade - Becker Building 
8:45 - 9:45 am Sunday School:   Junior High – next to youth store 
      Senior High - Dan West Hall  
      Adults - Conference Center 
10:00-10:45 am Brunch served– Dining Hall 
11:00 am -12:30 pm   Pre-school child care - Becker Building 
11:00 am  Gathering Music - Conference Center 
11:05 am  Announcements 
11:15 am  Consecration of District Leadership/Transfer of Moderator 
   Announcement of 2009 District Conference Theme  
   Worship Service - Preaching – Frank Ramirez 
 
12:30 pm  Conference Buildings and Campground Cleanup 
   by everyone – Thanks so much!   
 
 
Our Conference preacher, Rev. Frank Ramirez, is pastor of the Everett (PA) Church of the Brethren. 
Frank is author of articles in “Messenger” and “Brethren Life and Thought” , has written and performed in 
dramas and musicals, and written  a number of books including “The Love Feast”, “Brethren Brush with 
Greatness”  and “The Meanest Man in Franklin County”  
 



 

 

Church of the Brethren, Michigan District Conferenc e Personal Registration 
 August 15-17, 2008, Winding Creek Campground, Hast ings, MI 

         
Congregation:                                                             Date:                                         _   
Persons attending:  (check appropriate boxes) child age      Fri.    Sat.    Sun.  delegate? 
 
1. _________________________________________ _______    ������������  
 
2. _________________________________________  ______      �������������
�
3. _________________________________________  ______      �������������
�
4. _________________________________________  ______     �������������
�
5. _________________________________________  ______      �������������
�
6. _________________________________________  ______      ������������  
 
1. Non-Delegate Registration fee:  $4.00 per person per day     registration subtotal: ______  1  
Note: the maximum  registration fee is $8.00 per person & $32.00 per family    
 (Fee includes on-site insurance protection. Delegate registration is prepaid by the local church.)  
 
2. Meals:  (Age 4 & under: no charge)        

Breakfast for anyone age 5 and up:  $3.00 x ___ meals = _______   
Child Lunch or Dinner (ages 5 through 11): $4.00 x ___ meals = _______   
Adult Lunch or Dinner (ages 12 & above): $5.00 x ___ meals = _______   

                       meals subtotal: _______  ______  2 
 
3. Lodging:  (you must provide your own sheets, blankets, pillows, and towels)    
Note: Room requests will be honored on a first-come, first-served basis.     

A. Campsites:  Rustic: (no hookups) $  6.00 x ____ nights =______   
 With elect. & water: $12.00 x ____ nights =______   

B. Dorm bunks: $  2.00 x ____ nights =______   
C. Lodge rooms:  Double bed: $  8.00 x ____ nights =______   

                  No water/bathroom Single bed: $  6.00 x ____ nights =______   
D. Cottage (elect., no water or bathroom): (see housing list)     1 

 Double bed: $12.00 x ___ nights =______   
 more than 1 bed: $16.00 x ___ nights =______   
 Hickory Cottage: $20.00 x ___ nights =______   
 E. Cheney Hall (private room with bath, ac., heat & linens)  limited number of rooms available 

    (2 night minimum): 1 queen bed: $50.00  x  2   nights =______  
                                   1 single bed:   $35.00  x  2   nights =______ 

                  lodging subtotal:  ______  ______  3 
 
4. Pool use donation:          ______  4 
 
5. Child/day care donation:          ______  5 
 

Total Registration Fee:   (*add lines 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5)  _______  *  
Make checks payable to:     Amount enclosed:   _______ 
Michigan District Church of the Brethren 
        Amount due:    _______ 
Send pre-registration no later than August 4 to:        
  Beth DuBois, 609 S Cochran, Charlotte MI 48814-2251   517-488-1973 
 



 

 

Motel lodging: Parkview Motel, 429 N. Broadway, Has tings, (269) 945-9511  


