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Brethren Beliefs Retreat 
 
Eight good brothers and sisters -  that’s how many junior youth we had at the 2008 retreat at Camp 
Brethren Heights, March 28-30, 2008.  Five guys and three gals – just like the first Brethren in 1708. 
 
Along with this fine group of youth were 11 helping adults who also gained much as well as giving much 
during the weekend retreat.  The youth weren’t bashful at all in sharing what they knew and asking about 
what they didn’t know in front of their parents, grandparents, and  leaders in training.    
 
Debbie Eisenbise and Marie Willoughby  led sessions on “Brethren Begin with Jesus”,  “Why Beliefs are 
Important”,  Readers Theater about our early history,  “Service and Mission”, “Peace” and a knee-to-knee 
Bible Study on Modesty.  Ian Niecko led the listing of “Just What do Brethren Believe”, Saturday 
afternoon recreation, and a powerful Sunday morning Bible Study on “Life and Death.”  Beth Allen 
DuBois was present to learn about the retreat and prepare to carry on the tradition of the biennial event in 
coming years. Linda Wise was our solo cook for the weekend. 
 
Five of the youth had a parent present, and there were 2 grandmas among the ‘Helping Adults’, who really 
did help,  as well as learn.   Youth came from only 4 of our 19 congregations this year.  It’s unfortunate if 
we are missing this age group in our congregations. 
 
Our favorite song was the theme written by Terry and Andy Murray for the “Piecing Together the 
Brethren Way” curriculum.  It’s name is “River Still Running” and carries a great message of continuing 
the work of Jesus. 
 
 
=+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++= 
If you are reading this on-line as a .pdf   you have some colored pictures that the printed version has in 
black and white – plus one or two more. 
 
Most of you will still get the paper copy of this newsletter.  It has illustrations ,etc that just can’t be added 
to his format. 
Also the page arrangement is different but that doesn’t really make any difference. 
 
Thanks to the two of you who responded in February about receiving this on-line.    It’s been available on 
the district website   www.michigancob.org   for some time. 
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At the Crystal Church of the Brethren 
A Brethren Family: Twelve Generations 

 
In the book “The Tall Man”   John Naas and his friend, Brother Jacob Price, go walking. 
 
We have a family in the Crystal Church who are descendants of that Brother Price. 
 
Rev. John Jacob Price, b. 1690  d.@ 1742  United with the Schwarzenau Brethren soon after 1708. 
   Came to America in 1719 with Peter Becker and twenty other families.   One son. 
John Price born about 1702, died about 1724.  Married young to an Indian girl.  Two sons. 
Daniel Price,  b. Dec. 11, 1723, death unknown.  Well educated. Married Hannah Weiker. 7 children 
William Price,  b. March 1, 1760, d. Nov. 4, 1805.  Baptized Oct. 16, 1774 by Alexander Mack, Jr. 
 Married Catherine Reiff on May 20, 1783 by Rev. Christopher Saur. 8 children 
Reverend Jacob Price,  b. June 9, 1791, d. Sept. 12, 1868. Married Mary Harley about 1811. 4 children 
John H Price, b. Oct. 20, 1827 in PA, d. Nov. 7, 1878.  A farmer in Morrison, IL. Married Mary  
 Detwiler.  8 children 
Naomi Price  b. Dec. 26, 1861 in Canton OH,  d. Nov. 11, 1949 in Crystal, Michigan.  Married Joseph 
 L Lechner on Christmas Day, 1879.   Moved to Michigan in 1906, attended Crystal Church of the 
 Brethren.   5 children 
Olive Naomi Lechner,  b. Nov. 13, 1894, d. 1965.  Married Wilbur George Noll. Attended Crystal CoB. 
 Had 3 children 
Harold George Noll,  b. Nov. 10, 1922.  Married Barbara Jane Everdeen on March 1, 1943.  Attended 
 Crystal CoB.   3 children 
Michael George Noll, b. April 25, 1946. Married Jacqueline Clark on July 13, 1968.  Was a teacher, and  
 attends the Crystal Cob.    2 children 
Amy Michele Noll, b. Feb. 2, 1973.  Married Steve R. Meinhardt on Aug. 5, 1995.  She is a teacher and  
 attends the Crystal CoB.  2 children 
Kristen Lee Menhardt b. Feb. 5, 1998,  and Kaitlyn Renee Meinhardt, b. Feb. 2, 2000. Both attend the 
 Crystal, Michigan, Church of the Brethren 
 
More information in the booklet “Crystal Church of the Brethren   A History of the Church’s 100 Year 
Journey  1901-2001”   complied by Mike Noll for the Centennial Anniversary of the congregation. 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Notes from “Messenger” the official magazine of the Church of the Brethren 
January 2008 page 5 
 “Brian Sell, a member of Woodbury (Pa) CoB who now lives in the Detroit area qualified for the 2008 
Summer Olympics in Beijing by finishing third in the US Olympic Trials for Men’s Marathon in New 
York on Nov. 3, with a time of 2:11:40.     Sell, 29, won the USATF 25K Championships earlier in 2007. 
etc.  He won titles at Northern Bedford County HS, Messiah College and St Francis University. He was 
an All-American in 2000 and 2001. Sell now runs with Hansons-Brooks Distance Project.” 
 
Have you seen the pictures from Michigan?  April 2008 
 

I hope you have been reading all of each monthly“Messenger” .  
 There are excellent articles about our forbearers as well was current faith and 
action information.



At the Request of our 2008 District 
Moderator, Debbie Eisenbise,  we have this 
helpful article about Brethren being both   

           Anabaptist and Pietist 

In the late 16th and early 17th century two schools 
of thought, the Anabaptists, and the Pietists 
influenced the early Brethren. The Anabaptists 
insisted on an adult baptism. They were often 
called “rebaptisers”, but they denied this charge as 
they repudiated their first (childhood) baptism and 
insisted that their adult baptism was the only valid 
one. They felt that baptism was the entry into “the 
covenant of a good conscience with God”. Infant 
baptism didn’t contain the essential elements of 
the true ordinance such as repentance, professed 
faith, and a responsible pledge to lead a Christian 
life. They insisted on personal faith and 
accountability (“the Christian life is not child’s 
play”). They believed in the strict separation of 
church and state, and held that no magistrate or 
government official had competence in the realm 
of Christian faith or conscience.  

So strong was their opposition to the use of social 
coercion that they opposed the use of the sword, 
even in the conduct of a just war. In their strict 
obedience to the laws of Christ they also refused 
to swear the civil oath. From the Pietists they 
developed a concept of the action of the Holy 
Spirit in one’s life. They believed that individual 
Christians were responsible to study scriptures, 
and, with the leading of the Holy Spirit (some 
referred to this as the “inner light”) come to 
understanding. This understanding would be 
shared with the faith community in order to reach 
a consensus and belief. Both Anabaptist and 
Pietist thinking held that one’s faith be alive and 
active to be valid. This mutuality lead to a form of 
governance that ensured that the church did not 
stagnate and allowed the church to meet the needs 
of changing times, geography, and ethnicity. Our 
church values all members equally. Individual 
congregations have considerable autonomy, but 
are interdependent with other congregations, 
district conferences, and Annual Conference.    

 We see here the core of our Brethren 
heritage and practice; adult baptism, only a mature 
believer can enter into a true relationship with God 
and take responsibility for a Christ-centered life; 
non-creedalism, the emphasis on the New 
Testament as our creed and the repudiation of 
force in religion; pacifism, the rejection of the use 
of force, and especially violence, in problem 
solving; stewardship, simple living, the 
responsible use of resources to ensure a good life 
for all.    We meet here, at our district conference, 
with this shared heritage, to worship together, to 
solve problems, to engage in the mission of the 
larger church. We do this with a long history of 
viewing the Church as a family. Let it be so.  

Dan Joseph, Moderator of our 2003 District  
              Conference 

 2008 conf. logo  THE CHURCH ALIVE 

 

 

 



                  River Still Running 

    Words and Music by Andy & Terry Murray 

1. Eight good brothers and sisters went down 
  to the river before first light. 
    Living peace,  being free, doing what was right. 
    the river made them one, 
    graceful, brave and whole 
    and today I think that a little of the river 
    is running in my soul. 
 
Refrain: 
  My heart in the Lord,     my hand in yours, 
  My mind in gear    and my feel in a bowl. 
  The colors of my life sewn together with love___ 
   and a little of the river still running in my soul. 
 
2. As the years go rolling by 
   their gifts to use are sewn, 
   in a tapestry of faith so rare, 
   we can call our own. 
   The pieces become one   
   sharing what they’ve built, 
    and today I think the colors of my life 
   are showing in that quilt.   Refrain. 
 
For use with the curriculum “Piecing Together the 
 Brethren Way”          Printed here with permission. 
© 2007 Murray Music Company    All rights reserved. 
 

********CALLING ALL MUSICIANS,  
                 SINGERS, GROUPS******** 
 
        CAMP BRETHREN HEIGHTS   
                   NEEDS YOU! 
 
CBH Board is planning a CONCERT  FOR    
        CAMP on September 6 at the Camp  
     We are asking for performers to take part   
in a fundraiser for Camp Brethren Heights.  
 
 We are  hoping for a large variety of   
            music/singing styles.  
 For more information and  to sign up, 
 e-mail csward@iserv.net   
 or call 616-874-5427 
Open House at Camp Brethren Heights 

         Saturday, May 17, 2008 
 
Here is your opportunity to visit our district 
camp, enjoy fellowship with other Brethren, 
support our camping ministry, and  hopefully 
learn something! 
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2008 Summer Camps at Brethren 
Heights – register by May 19 and save  
 
 June 22-28   Camp 67 – Becky Phillips, dean 
 
 June 29- July 1  Sampler Camp – 
       Dan and Denise Rossman, deans 
 
 July 18-19  Family Camp – Beth DuBois, dean 
         Everyone is invited to this camp. 
    brethrenheights@gmail.com  231-867-3618 
 
July 20-26  Camp 100 –Tiffany Herrold, dean 
    Youth will be preparing for district conference, 
    as well, with Moderator Debbie Eisenbise and   
        Speaker, Frank Ramirez . Don’t miss this! 
 
July 27-Aug 2  Camp 45 – Wendy Russell, dean 
 
Be sure both camper and parent sign registration forms 
Makes checks payable to Camp Brethren Heights. 
Send a $25 deposit with registration to 
 Camp Brethren Heights 
 9478 Brethren Heights Rd 
 Rodney, MI 49342 
 
Church of the Brethren youth please turn in your forms 
to your Camp Board member.   Does your church help 
pay the fee? 
 
Weeklong camps are $225  (before May 19 sub. $50) 
Sampler Camp is $70.         Family Camp  $30 adult  
          $15 child under age 7.  Children under 3 are free. 
 
Call Jennifer Crispin Camp Administrator for info: 
                     231-867-3618 
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There are many, many ways you can help get our 
camp ready for the summer season. 
 
Please plan to come one, two or more times to the 
work days.    Call Andrew Schnepp, Maintenance 
Director  at 231-867-3618  to report for duty. 
He’ll give you ideas of what you might do.    
Light jobs are always available so everyone can 
contribute. 
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Check out the Camp website 
brethrenheights.org   
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      Duane Grady  1-800-505-1596 
       3124 E 5th St. 
       Anderson IN 46012-3861 
      dgrady_gb@brethren.org  
 
      Ruben Deoleo   
     717-669-9781 cell 
      Home 317-602-4462 
      Avon IN 
    redeoleo_gb@brethren.org  
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A new Special Offering Opportunity 
 Suggested for Pentecost May 11  
or on May 18. 
 
Here’s how this special offering will work. 
If is quite different than other offerings encouraged 
during the year by our Stewardship team for the 
Church of the Brethren. 
 
When the offering, this in-gathering inspired by 
Pentecost fire and wind, is received your conger-
gation will keep one third for local ministries. 
Then within four weeks, forward the remaining 
two-thirds to the General Board Stewardship 
offices. An envelope was furnished to each church 
in a special mailing in March. 
 
The Stewardship staff will gather together all the 
offerings sent from our district churches and return 
one-third of that total to our district office for 
district ministries.         The Final one-third of the 
offerings will, after expenses, be shared with our 
Church of the Brethren ministries. 
 
What a marvelous way to share gifts and support 
the dreams of our ministries! 
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Congregational Life Team Ministers for  Region 2 
               which includes the Michigan District. 
For local ministry encouragement and develop-
ment in evangelism and multi-ethnic visions, 
contact Ruben or Duane. 
 
 
 
 
                  Many Thanks 
 
 
for the new copier in the district office. 
I’m sure you can notice a better quality of printing 
in this issue of the “CoB Connection.” 
 
To the District Commission on Ministry 
for the good time at the Ministers Family Retreat 
at Camp April 4-5.  Only 3 of our active pastors 
and spouses got there, along with two retired 
couples, our camp staff and commission members. 
We have 28 ordained and 5 licensed ministers in 
the Michigan district. 
 
 
 
To the district team working on the process 
for implementation of the Child Protection 
Philosophy and Policy which has been 
approved by the District Board and will be brought 
to District Conference this summer (we hope). 
 
 
 



Spring cleaning with CBH 
 Take a look into your garage or 
basement, if something has been there for more 
than 7 years throw it away, OR...  

                give it to the camp.   
 Camp Board just approved a wood furnace 
project to save on our gas bills.  If you find any of 
the following items you could help the camp and 
make some space at the same time! 
 - 2x4s or 2x6s 
 - OSB, plywood, or plywood siding 
   (whole sheets please) 
 - Steel door 
 - PVC and copper pipes/fittings 
 - Exterior paints and primers 
   (White or cream, any amount) 
 - 1 Electric water heater tank 
   (Don't need heating elements) 
 - fiberglass insulation 
 - electrical wire 
The more we collect the less we will have to buy.  
If your garage is already clean, please consider a 
gift of $5 for a board or $20 for a sheet of 
plywood. 
 
Financial Report 
   The camp has received just over $12,000 income 
in the first quarter of the year.  The camp needs 
about $19,500 each quarter to meet our goals. 
 
Coming up at camp in 2008 
 Work Days  May 9 - 10 
 Camp Open House May 17 
 Work Days  June 5 - 7 
 Camp 67   June 22 - 28 
 Sampler Camp  June 29 - July 1 
 Family Camp July 18 - 19 
 Camp 100 July 20 - 26 
 Camp 45  July 27 - August 2 
 Camp 89  August 3 - 9 

Peace Camp!   August 22 – 26 
   especially for those 18-25 years old 
 

   

Anniversary Writing Contest for Youth  
  
Calling all youth!  Are you passionate about your 
faith?  Do you have a deep appreciation for the Church 
of the Brethren?  Do you enjoy thinking and writing?  
If so, we have an opportunity for you. 
  
Even as we celebrate 300 years of rich history and 
heritage we are embracing our present and looking 
ahead to the future.  As we do so, the Anniversary 
Committee is sponsoring an opportunity for you—
youth, grades 6-12—to express your thoughts and 
ideas through writing.  The theme is: Why will you 
continue to be part of the Church of the Brethren?   
  
Entries are limited to one page in length and can be in 
the form of poetry, short stories or essays.  The 
following information should be on the entry: name, 
grade, congregation and district.  Contact information 
should be submitted on a separate sheet of paper. 
  
Submissions should be sent to Lorele Yager either 
electronically at loreleyager@aol.com or hard copy to 
425 Woodland Place , Churubusco , IN 46723 .  The 
deadline for submissions is June 1, 2008.  Entries will 
be exhibited at Annual Conference in Richmond , 
Virginia and some may be published in Messenger.  
Entries will not be returned to participants. 

 
 
When was the last leap year with the same calendar as 
this year – with February beginning and ending on a 
Friday?      [ 1980 -28 years ago, next time is 2036 

 
The title of what popular Frank Sinatra song is 
inscribed on his tomb?  [“The Best is Yet to Come”] 
 
Whose picture was on the first metal school lunch box? 
    [TV cowboy Hopalong Cassidy, in 1950] 
What was the name of Data’s striped pet cat in the TV 
series Star Trek: The Next Generation?    [Spot] 

 
 From Page-A-Day Calendar   workman publishing 
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Wendy Leaf Russell is coordinating the exhibit that 
demonstrates the human cost of the war in Iraq. 
Borrowing from the Quakers, boots representing 
the fallen soldiers from Michigan, and shoes for 
Iraqi victims will be part of this exhibit. 
You are welcome to stop by. 
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Several Michigan folks will be attending.  Among 
them Merritt Bongard, Brian Mackie, Nathan 
Polzin, and hopefully some others. 
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Ethics in Ministry Training-Oct. 08 
  Required of all ordained and licensed ministers 
  Everyone else is welcome.   Choose either 
Friday, October 10 at the Lansing CoB 1-4, or 
Saturday, October 11 at the Midland CoB 10-1. 
   More details coming from the Ministry Commission. 
 
Denominational News 
Jim & Pam Hardenbrook have resigned from the 
Lead Team position of the Sudan Initiative. The 
express heartfelt gratitude for all the financial 
support given.  The funds will be used in mission. 
Merv Keeney resigned as Executive Director of 
Global Mission Partnerships for the General Board 
in mid-March.  Jan Thompson is serving as the 
interim director. 
Marie Rhodes has joined the staff of On Earth 
Peace as peace education coordinator.  Your 
congregation can contact her for seeking new ways 
to teach peace.  marie.oepa@gmail.com   or call 
717-917-9392. 
 
Dates for the 2009 Annual Conference in San 
Diego, Calif. have been shifted to Friday, June 
26, through Tuesday noon, June 30.  This is to 
accommodate a citywide event that starts that 
Tuesday evening.   



2008 District Conference News! 
 

The District Program and Arrangements Committee 
hopes to see you at District Conference this year! This is 
a special year for us to come together and to celebrate 
our 300th Anniversary. Brethren historian, writer, and 
pastor Frank Ramirez will be our preacher. We will 
also hear from some very special “guests” from our past: 
Julia Gilbert, Alexander Mack, Jr., John Kline, Dan 
West, Anna Mow and others.  
 

We will, of course, as always, enjoy each other’s 
company, children and youth will have their activities, 
the pool will be open, our cars will be washed, the camp 
will have an auction, and the business of the church will 
get done. There will be several special opportunities to 
share your gifts and talents with brothers and sisters in 
the district, please consider joining in:  
� District Choir:  singing the anthem commissioned for 
our 300th Anniversary: “Speak, O Lord” (by Keith Getty 
and Stuart Townsend, arranged by John Ferguson) on 
Sunday morning (rehearsal on Sat. afternoon). Ellie 
Theobald of the Skyridge congregation will direct. 
Please call Skyridge at 269-375-3939 or email: 
skyridgecob@aol.com if you plan to participate. We 
need to know how many folks to count on and how 
many we have to sing each part. 
� The Hysterical Historical Talent Show (Sat. night): 
instrumental music, songs, skits, stories, monologues are 
all welcome. Please contact me at 
midistmod208@aol.com  and let me know who will be 
participating, what you’ll be sharing, and how much 
time you need.  
� Report of Congregational Celebrations: please 
write up a description about how folks in your 
congregation have celebrated our denominational 
anniversary: special worship services, presentations by 
the Youth Heritage Team, Sunday school classes 
focusing on our heritage, small group studies, etc. 
(Some of your congregations have special anniversaries 
of  your own this year; feel free to include information 
about those, as well.) Email to me at the above address. 
Pictures are welcome also. We’ll compile these and 
have them available at the Michigan District History 
Display. 
 
Again, please plan on joining us in Hastings,  
August 15-17, for a grand time!  
 
Blessings, 
Debbie Eisenbise, 2008 District Moderator 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Earth Peace column 
 
Go to www.brethren.org/oepa  
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