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  Ministerial Ethics 
   Congregational Ethics 
 
What Biblical topics share in the meaning of 
the word Ethics? 
 Fairness  Righteousness 
 Trust  Virtue 
 Holiness  Rectitude 
 Godliness  Goodness 
 
   Recently our pastors and other ordained  and licensed 
ministers attended an Ethics Training Seminar.   This is a 
requirement for the renewal of ordination. 
 
  Congregations also need to study, or review,  the Annual 
Conference statement called “Ethics for Congregations”.  
   Now it is a requirement at the time of pastoral change.  
But it’s important at all times.     
 
 These papers, available at www.brethren.org  under 
Annual Conference statements (by year)  show us the need 
for standards of behavior as Christians and as individual 
members of the church.  There is added responsibility for 
our church leaders. 
 
 Now is a good time to get up to date on what these 
papers say to us and what we agree to do and be as 
followers of Jesus in this time and place. 
 
    Look in the year 1996 for Ethics for Congregations.  The 2008 

paper, changed and adopted at Annual Conference this year, is 
available, too. Scroll on down to it. You may print as many copies as 
you want. 
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����� .        His father, Galen, was pastor of several 
Churches 
  of the Brethren in Michigan before 1970.      Stan’s sister, Lois 
Hillsamer,  
  is  an active member of the Lakeview congregation    in Brethren. 
     I was on that same trip to Wichita Falls in 1980, as were several 
more from  
   Michigan.       Thanks to Lois for passing on this story.             ������
�         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Witness Begins In The Home 
 

Witness begins in the home. 
 
When we think of the term “witness” in relation to faith we 
generally think in terms of winning outsiders to Christ and 
getting them involved in church or some idea like that.  I believe 
our witness needs to go beyond the church and one thing we are 
lacking in as Christians and as CoB members is our witness, 
particularly our verbal witness to those outside.  I am very 
committed to getting believers outside of the church and into the 
lives of those not in the church to make a difference in their lives. 
 
I plan on writing some more of these in the future about those 
other points on behalf of the Witness Commission of the 
Michigan District.  For now, though, God has really been dealing 
with me that my witness starts at home.  My witness is not just 
something I do for others on the outside to see but an overflow or 
an extension of what I do daily in my worship of God.  Two 
verses have become theme verses for me this past year, 
Colossians 3:17 and 1 Corinthians 10:31.  Colossians 3:17 says, 
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.”  1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  Whatever I do is 
to glorify God.  Whatever I do is to be a witness of my faith.  
Whether I eat or drink (and I really like to eat) it is for God's 
glory.  It is a witness. 
 
The Bible says that we will be made known as disciples by our 
love.  How much do we love and serve our spouse?  How much 
do we love and serve our children?  How much do we love and 
serve our parents?  How much do we glorify God in what we eat, 
drink, watch on TV, listen to on the radio, in our thought life and 
in our conversations?  All of these are the first area of witness.  It 
may not directly help people come to know Jesus but it will be 
our first step of witnessing for our God.  How we live in private 
and at home will in many ways determine the strength and 
integrity of our witness to others outside the home. 
 
         - - Brian Mackie - -                     District Commission on Witness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Disaster Response 
  
 Following Hurricane “Ike” at the 
end of the summer of 2008,  Brethren 
Disaster Services sent numerous Disaster 
Child Care workers to Texas.  Many were 
working in the Houston area. 
 Among those responding were 
Erica Wave Fitzpatrick , Hope, and 
Janice Thomas,  Marilla. 
                  Dan and Claudia Whitmer , 
Beaverton, are project directors in LA all 
of December 2008. 
 Offerings for disaster relief have 
been and can be sent to the Emergency 
Disaster Fund, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, 
IL. 
 
 At their October meeting, the 
Women’s Fellowship of the Lakeview  
congregation voted to purchase 10 of the 
Clean-up Buckets by paying $45 each 
plus $3 each for shipping.  Financial 
Donations are sent to Church World 
Service, P O Box   
        968, Elkhart, IN 46515 for 
purchasing,  
        processing and shipping 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Vision and   
         Restructuring    
  Committee 
    This committee, formed by District 
Conference, had its first meeting in 
Lansing on September 19, 2008.       
During the meeting some process 
changes were discussed.   These will be 
explored and reported later. 
    Due to unforeseen circumstances, 
Hollie Anderson Saraswat, Trinity, has 
resigned from the committee.  Mike Noll , 
Crystal, who was next highest in votes, 
has agreed to replace Hollie. 
 Members of the Vision and 
Restructuring Committee are  Debbie 
Eisenbise, Frances Townsend, Marcy 
Abner, John Willoughby and Mike Noll. 



The Unchurched 
 
Knowing where a typical unbeliever is coming from is the first 
 step to connecting with them. 
Researcher Thom Rainer interviewed thousands of unchurched 
 Americans and published the results in: 
  The Unchurched Next Door. 
Many of the following findings may surprise you: 

·  Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church on Sunday 
morning if they attend. 

·  Most are not anti-church or anti-religion 
·  Most Americans have never been invited to church – 

never! 
·  82 person of the unchurched are at least “somewhat 

likely” to attend church if they are invited. 
·  Two percent of church members invited an unchurched 

person to Church of the Brethren Most of the unchurched 
feel guilty about not attending church    

·  Very few  of the unchurched have had someone share 
with them how to become a Christian; and Christians 
have not been particularly influential in their lives 

·  The attitudes of the unchurched are not correlated to 
where they live, their ethnic or racial background or their 
gender 

·  Many of the unchurched are far more concerned about the 
spiritual well-being of their children than of themselves. 

   --Seeds for the Parish, May-June 2007 
           By way of the “Mita Kuulu”: New Life Happening,  
  Bethany Lutheran Church, Kaleva, Michigan 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Why Churches should maintain a Sunday school 
                    By Karen Crim Dillon and Susan Fitze 
   Section Headlines from an article in the FALL/WINTER 
2008  SEEDpacket newsletter for Christian Educators in the 
Church of the Brethren. 

·  Sunday school teaches a Bible-based faith 
·  Sunday school shares a passion for Christ 
·  Sunday school shares God’s love with families 
·  Sunday school teaches children to take up the cross 
·  Sunday school teaches prayer 
·  Sunday school provides opportunities to serve 

 

This article came in the Nov. 08  Source Packet which is mailed 
to pastors/churches every month.  Ask your pastor for it. 
 
 Karen Crim Dillon is a first grade teacher and a member of the Salem 
Church of the Brethren in Englewood, OH; Susan Kinsel Fitze is a retired 
kindergarten teacher and a member of the Trotwood, OH Church of the 
Brethren 
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          Cucumber Lime Pickles 
7 lbs cucumbers (peeled, sliced   
              lengthwise, seeds removed) 

 

1 cup Pickling Lime - hydrated 
2 gallons water   [Mix well first] 
 

8 cups distilled white vinegar, 5% 
  acidity, or 3 pt. vinegar & 1 pt. water 
8 cups sugar   [4 lb.] or less 
1 tablespoon salt (optional) Kosher 
[2 teaspoons mixed pickling spices] 

      Or 1 tsp each whole cloves, celery seed,    

                        mixed pickling spices 

 

1.  Soak clean cucumbers in water and 
lime mixture in crockery or enamel ware 
for 12 hours or overnight.  
 Do NOT use aluminum ware.  
 

2.  Remove sliced cucumbers from lime   
       water.  Discard lime water. 
Rinse well 3 times in fresh cold water.  
Soak 3 hours [or longer] in fresh ice 
water. 
 

3.  Combine vinegar, sugar, salt and     
mixed pickling spices in a large pot.  
Bring to a low boil, stirring until sugar 
dissolves.  Remove syrup from heat and 
add sliced cucumbers. Soak 5-6 hours or 
overnight. 
 

4.  Boil slices in the syrup 35 minutes, or 
until pickles are ‘clear’.  
  Fill hot sterilized jars with hot slices  
Pour hot syrup over the slices, leaving 1/2 
inch headspace.  Cap each jar when filled. 
5.  Process pints for 10 minutes or quarts for 

15 minutes in a boiling water bath canner. 

You can skip this part if your jars and lids are 

very hot when packing. 
6.  Test jars for airtight seals according to 
manufacturer's instructions.  Refrigerate 
unsealed jars. 
7. Serve to willing recipien



Notes from  sermon by Brian Ruth  at the 
Dedication of the addition to the  
New Haven Church of the Brethren,    
Sunday, September 7, 2008 
 
What is This Place? 
 
We have 5  Purposes for this Place  
1 – House of Worship 
2 – Home for the Family 
3 – Classroom for Spiritual Growth 
4 – Training Center for Serving 
5 – Launch pad for Evangelism 
 
1 – This is a plain building.  We want people to be 
impressed by God, not by this building. 
    The building allows freedom and flexibility. 
2 – We have a family reunion here every week.  In 
Acts 2 we read that all of the believers were 
together. 
3 – Our goal is to Reach and Teach.  The building is 
not just for weekends.  We plan to have Bible 
classes and  seminars for Christian growth 
4 – Train for serving.  Every Christian is a minister 
with spiritual gifts.  God asks, ‘What did you do to 
my son?”  Our answer is “I have my life to him, to 
follow him always.’   Our purpose is to further the 
Gospel. 
5 – We are here to Share the Good News,  we need 
to pass it on. 
6 – This day of dedication is a testimony of the 
faithfulness of God. 
   We are here to serve him and he is ministering 
through the many, many people who have given 
much to make all of this happen.   
 

 
About 280 people attended the Dedication @New Haven 

MAKE YOUR MARK  
   Build your vocabulary and feed the hungry. Go to 
freerice.com and see how many words you can define. 
For each right answer, 20 grains of rice go to the United 
National World Food Program. 
      Submitted by Susan Morris, Marilla 
 
 

Some of what we did on 
International Day of Prayer – Sept. 21, 2008 
  Marilla – Prayer Card invitations with Harvest  
    Sale purchases;    church open for prayer Sun aft. 
  Skyridge – worship outside around the peace pole   
       (in lawn chairs)    Romans 12:9-21  
  Onekama – service at community peace pole 
 
It’s not too late to report your story. 
 
===========================================                

 
                         From Vienna, Austria to Marilla, Michigan 

 August 22 ‘08 
 
Don and Marie Willoughby celebrate their 50th anniversary 



Christian Citizenship 
Seminar 

 
 
April 25-30, 2009 youth and advisors in the Church 
of the Brethren will gather in New York City (and 
later go on to Washington, DC) for Christian 
Citizenship Seminar.  The focus for our seminar 
will be on the issue of modern-day slavery.  Most of 
us think of slavery as an institution that does not 
exist anymore, but many experts estimate that there 
are approximately 27 million human beings who are 
currently being held in slavery around the world. 
 
What would Jesus do?  What does God call us to do 
in light of these persons forced to perform domestic 
and agricultural work as well as to become 
prostitutes or soldiers against their will?  We will 
examine the current status of slavery today and 
what our Christian faith invites us to do for “the 
least of these.” 
 
Brochures are now available from the Youth/Young 
Adult Ministry Office in Elgin.  You may also find 
information by going to www.brethren.org 
 
Please pass this information on to youth in your 
church! 
 
            _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 

2009 Young Adult 
Conference 

 
Please mark May 29-31, 2009 for Young Adult 
Conference at Camp Swatara, Pennsylvania. 
  This conference is for young adults ages 18-35. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Junior High  
        Conference –  
     June 19-21, 2009 
James Madison University, 
    Harrisonburg, Virginia 
           Online registration opens Jan. 15, 09 
Only the first 1,300 Junior High Youth and 
 Advisors who register can attend. 
  www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/NatJrHighConf  
   or  1-800-323-8039 Ext. 281 
 
How can your congregation help pay the way for 
your Junior High Youth? 
 
 
 
 

      National Youth  
   Conference -  NYC  
For Senior Highs who will have 
completed grade 9 through one 
year out of high school    is 
less than two years away.  
 
Have you started your 
fund raising for this 
extra special event??? 
    It’s  in July  2010 
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A new garage and furnace room has been built by 
the residence for housing the wood furnace. 
 
130 CDs were burned making pictures available to 
each camper and staff 
 
The Camp Board approved funding for travel to 
allow Jen and Andrew to participate in the National 
CoB Camp Staff Retreat at Camp Myrtlewood, 
Oregon, this November. 
 
A plaque is ready to attach to the entrance pillars 
as a memorial to Olive Helen McRoberts Sells 
Collier with funds from the Muskegon church. 
 
Officers and Commissions will remain the same for 
the next year, although changes are allowed. 
 
Maintenance Director Andrew Schnepp shared a 
listing of 44 jobs completed with 32 left at the 
moment. 
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Enough money is on hand to begin work on the 
display case for skulls and other natural items. 
 
A Winter Rally/Retreat at Camp for district Junior 
Highs is in the planning stages.  Watch for dates. 
 
New(used) bunk beds – twin long – are in use 
throughout the camp-thanks to Rossman’s/MSU 
 
Funding is always needed and welcome. 
 

2009 theme 
   “Breakthrough”   stories of 
Jesus and the people he met 
 
                 2009  Schedule 
June 14-20 Camp 100 
June 21-23 Sampler Camp 
July    9-11 Family Camp 
July 12-18 Camp 89 
July 19-25 Camp 67 
July 26-Aug 1 Camp 45 
 
Other Dates – 
January 10 – Camp Board meeting at Camp 
January 19-21?? – Peace and Justice Camp 
Jan/Feb – District Jr Hi Rally 
February 6-7 – Winter Family Camp 
April 18-19 – Pot Luck Staff Training and 
 Camp Board meeting 
May 16 – Camp Open House 
June 6 – Camp Board meeting and Work Day 
August 15 – Camp Bd. Exec. Comm. meeting 
 at District Conference 
August 29 – Concert for Camp 
October 3 – Camp Board meeting 
October – maybe – Women’s Deepening  
  Spirituality Retreat 
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    Bring your family, your church…. 
231-867-3618     brethrenheights@gmail.com  
 



Our 300th Anniversary Heritage 
       Car Caravans continue 
Saturday, October 25, 2008 
10:30-11:15 at the New Haven Church   
11:40-12:30 at Crystal, including lunch 
2:00-2:30 at Muskegon  - see below 
Saturday, November 1, 2008 
10:30 – 11:00 at Lansing 
11:45-12:45 at Woodgrove Parish,w/ lunch 
1:15-1:45 at Hope church   
3:00-3:30 at Skyridge, Kalamazoo 
All but the starting times are approximate. 
There is no cost except your mileage. Car pool. 
PLEASE register to participate by the Tuesday 
before the Caravan.  Do one or both trips! 
Contact either Brenda King or the District Office 
  Juniorbrenda4Jesus@M33 access.com  
  mariewilloughby@yahoo.com  
 

Everyone is invited to the Open House at 
Muskegon Church of the Brethren  on Saturday, 
October 25, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in celebration of 
their 70th anniversary as a congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������	
����

���
���
�������������	
����

���
���
�������������	
����

���
���
�������������	
����

���
���
��� ������

����
�����

����
�����

����
�����

����
���� ���
������
��������������
��������������
��������������
��������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������ ���
����
�
��
������������������
��
������������������
��
������������������
��
������������������ ���
    Build awareness of current Church of the 
Brethren missions in your congregation, small 
group or Sunday School class this Fall or Winter. 
   The November Source packet has a DVD and 
study guide for several types of presentations. 
     The packet was mailed to your pastor in mid-
October.  Look into it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don and Marie Willoughby thank all of you for the 
outpouring of greetings for their 50th anniversary in 
August.  “We had wonderful celebrations with   
                              family and friends!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living Hope – For Today and 
Tomorrow 
 
Our Mission: The Michigan District Church of the 
Brethren Board is committed to facilitating 
Christian discipleship and spiritual health within 
local congregations. 
 
Our Vision: The Michigan District of the Church of 
the Brethren will live out of the heritage of scripture 
and tradition which is ours, and will live into the 
witness of the gospel of the resurrected Christ for 
today’s world. 
 


